
The crossing at Berry’s Ferry: the evidence
Selected sources for the Our Clarke story The crossing at Berry’s Ferry: April 15, 1862, on the
Shenandoah River.
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Status Accepted for public release.

These dates describe this packet. Each document inside it carries its own historical date. The research and this compilation
happened on the same day.

What is in this packet
Seven sources: the five the story cites in its source notes, and two supporting references those notes name. Two are
reproduced: two printed pages of Samuel P. Bates’s 1869 regimental history, and an 1869 newspaper item that
remembers the drowning. The other five are cited with a link, what was actually read, the place in the story where each
is used, and the reason no image is included.

How the accounts differ
The vessel. Bates says rafts were built but puts the drowning on an old ferryboat, repaired and guided by a rope. The
1869 newspaper says the men drowned crossing on rafts. The 54th New York’s sketch describes a raft made from an
old barn. The story does not combine them into one vessel.

The number. Bates names three men “and fifty enlisted men”; the story’s 53 is that sum, not a roster count. The 1869
newspaper’s “some eighty-three” names no authority and is kept separate. Edmonds’s “fifty more drowned” is a
reaction, not a count.

The diary. The quotation’s placement at the crossing is the 2016 article’s. A search of the in-copyright 1988 edition
finds the phrase on page 81, but the entry, its date and its surrounding words were not seen, and the manuscript was
not examined.
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BF-01a. Samuel P. Bates, History of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861–5, volume II (Harrisburg: B. Singerly, State Printer,
1869), “Seventy-Fifth Regiment,” pages [915]–916.

The opening page of Bates’s sketch of the Seventy-Fifth Regiment. It carries no printed page number; it falls between pages
914 and 916. It follows the regiment in Blenker’s division from Warrenton to Salem, then “via Upperville to Paris, and from
thence to Berry’s,” the page’s last words.

Internet Archive scan of the Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center copy (historyofpennsyl02bate), leaf 933: https://
archive.org/details/historyofpennsyl02bate/page/915/mode/1up

Why it may be reproduced: The underlying work was published in the United States in 1869 and its copyright term has expired. The
scan record has no rights or license field; that absence is not the basis for public-domain status.

Image: the whole page as scanned, reproduced unaltered; no crop, enhancement or annotation.

In the story: Near midstream; News across a divided valley; The box below the ferry; Sources and the differing accounts
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BF-01b. Samuel P. Bates, History of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861–5, volume II (Harrisburg: B. Singerly, State Printer,
1869), “Seventy-Fifth Regiment,” pages [915]–916.

The account behind the story’s first section. Several rafts were built; the river was high and the current rapid; Company D
crossed safely. Then “an old ferry boat,” partly burned by the enemy, was repaired and guided by a rope, and Companies I
and K embarked. Near the middle of the stream it swamped. Bates names Captain Christian Wyck, Lieutenant Adolph Winter
and First Sergeant Joseph Tiedemann “and fifty enlisted men” as drowned, and tells of Tiedemann’s attempt to save his
captain. The story’s 53 is the sum of those words, not a roster count. The next paragraph gives the “deep gloom,” the turn
back to “Snickerville,” the rope ferry and Winchester on the 18th.

Internet Archive scan of the Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center copy (historyofpennsyl02bate), leaf 934: https://
archive.org/details/historyofpennsyl02bate/page/916/mode/1up

Why it may be reproduced: The underlying work was published in the United States in 1869 and its copyright term has expired. The
scan record has no rights or license field; that absence is not the basis for public-domain status.

Image: the whole page as scanned, reproduced unaltered; no crop, enhancement or annotation.

In the story: Near midstream; News across a divided valley; The box below the ferry; Sources and the differing accounts
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BF-02. South Branch Intelligencer (Romney, W. Va.), August
27, 1869, page 2, column 2: “A Wonderful Discovery and Rich
Haul of Treasure,” credited to the Winchester Times of August
25.

The account behind the story’s last section. Two youths
searching for mussels in the falls of the Shenandoah “just
below Berry’s Ferry” bring up a box holding a gold watch and
rings. The paper supposes it “was lost by some of Blenker’s
Dutch” and calls its contents “doubtless stolen property.” It
places the find a few hundred yards below where “some
eighty-three” of Blenker’s division drowned crossing “on rafts”
in 1862.

Its number and its rafts are the newspaper’s, seven years on,
with no authority named; they are not Bates’s repaired
ferryboat or his three named men and fifty enlisted men. The
item’s closing credit names the Winchester Times of August
25, 1869; that issue was not read, so this Romney reprint is
the witness to the report.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026826/1869-08-27/ed-1/?
sp=2

Credit: South Branch Intelligencer (Romney, W. Va.), August 27,
1869, page 2. Library of Congress, Chronicling America; digitized
by West Virginia University.

Why it may be reproduced: Published in the United States in
1869. The Library of Congress rights statement on this item says
it believes the newspapers in Chronicling America are in the
public domain or have no known copyright restrictions, and that
newspapers published in the United States more than 95 years
ago are in the public domain in their entirety.

Image: an existing detail of the Library of Congress page scan,
showing only this item, reproduced unaltered; no enhancement or
annotation.

In the story: The box below the ferry; Sources and the differing
accounts
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Cited sources
No image of these sources is included in this packet.

BF-03. Civil War in the East, “75th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment” (regimental chronology).
https://civilwarintheeast.com/us-regiments-batteries/pennsylvania/75th-pennsylvania-infantry/
What was read: web page read (Researcher A, September 25, 2026).
Why no image: A modern web page; cited, not reproduced. Reproduction rights have not been established. Gives April 15, 1862 at
Berry’s Ferry, the day Bates also gives, and calls Winter a captain; the story follows Bates’s lieutenant. A modern retelling of the
regimental account, not an independent witness.
In the story: Near midstream; Sources and the differing accounts

BF-04. Small But Important Riots, “Maj. William Atwood and George Washington’s Portrait” (April 11, 2016), quoting
the journal of Amanda Virginia Edmonds.
https://smallbutimportantriots.com/2016/04/11/maj-william-atwood-and-george-washingtons-portrait/
What was read: web page read (Researcher A, September 25, 2026).
Why no image: A modern web page; cited, not reproduced. Reproduction rights have not been established. The article places
Edmonds’s words at the time the division was crossing the Shenandoah and lists Nancy C. Baird’s edition of her journals among its
sources, without a page or date. That the words concern Berry’s Ferry is the article’s placement.
In the story: News across a divided valley; Sources and the differing accounts

BF-05. New York State Military Museum and Veterans Research Center, “54th New York Infantry Regiment’s Civil War
Historical Sketch,” web page reproducing the sketch from the New York Monuments Commission’s final report (1902).
https://museum.dmna.ny.gov/unit-history/infantry-1/54th-infantry-regiment/historical-sketch
What was read: web transcription read (Researcher A, September 25, 2026); the printed 1902 report was not inspected.
Why no image: A modern web page; the site’s own material is not reproduced. Describes high water and a raft made from an old
barn, with one of the first companies of Bohlen’s Pennsylvania regiment drowned. Kept separate from Bates’s repaired ferryboat and
the 1869 newspaper’s rafts.
In the story: Sources and the differing accounts

BF-06. Nancy Chappelear Baird, ed., Journals of Amanda Virginia Edmonds: Lass of the Mosby Confederacy, 1857–
1867, 2nd ed. (Stephens City, Va.: Commercial Press, 1988), page 81. (supporting reference to BF-04)
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015029551176
What was read: search only: a HathiTrust search of this in-copyright edition finds “fifty more drowned” once, on page 81; the entry, its
date and its surrounding words were not seen, and the manuscript was not examined.
Why no image: In copyright; HathiTrust allows search only. No text, search screenshot or facsimile is reproduced. Identifies the page
on which the quoted phrase is printed, nothing more. “Fifty more” is not used as a casualty count.
In the story: News across a divided valley; Sources and the differing accounts

BF-07. PA-Roots, “75th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers Organization and Service” (web transcription of Bates’s
sketch). (supporting reference to BF-01)
https://www.pa-roots.com/pacw/infantry/75th/75thorg.html
What was read: web page read and compared with the printed pages (Researcher A, September 25, 2026).
Why no image: A modern web transcription; cited, not reproduced. No separate rights determination is made here. Matches Bates’s
printed text. A compared transcription of BF-01, not another independent witness.
In the story: Near midstream; News across a divided valley; The box below the ferry; Sources and the differing accounts
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