
What the Army took, and what Congress allowed:
the evidence
The five sources behind the Our Clarke story What the Army took, and what Congress allowed: a
Clarke County claim for supplies taken in 1864, followed from petition to court to Congress.

Story https://ourclarke.com/stories/locust-grove-story/
Packet version v1.0

Last researched on September 23, 2026

Evidence compiled on September 27, 2026

Story last updated on September 23, 2026

Status Accepted for public release.

These dates describe this packet; each document inside carries its own date. Compiling added no research. The story’s wording is
that of September 23; one released claim’s attribution of the essay was corrected on September 26.

What is in this packet
Five sources, exactly those the story cites. Three are reproduced from public government records: the Congressional
Record page carrying the 1888 petition entry, both pages of the Court of Claims findings printed for the House in 1892,
and the Statutes at Large page carrying the 1899 appropriation, each with a labeled detail where the entry is small.
Two are cited only: the 2026 family essay, which is in copyright, and the 2013 district nomination, whose rights are
unclear.

Four different things, and a fifth
Amount State What the record is

$1,925 Claimed The sum of her list as the court summarized her petition (LG-02a): her allegation, not
a finding.

$1,002 Valued The court’s finding of December 7, 1891 (LG-02b): the reasonable value of what was
taken.

$1,002 Appropriated The act of March 3, 1899 directed the Treasury to pay it (LG-03b): an appropriation,
not a receipt.

— Paid Not established: no warrant, settlement or receipt has been examined, and no receipt
is not proof of nonpayment.

$1,925 Remembered as
paid

Barry H. Lewis’s 2026 essay (LG-04) says $1,925 was paid and connects it with a
staircase and two bedrooms: the family’s telling, attributed, neither verified nor
disproven by the differing amounts.

Seven dated records run from the 1888 presentation to the 2026 essay; the essay’s September 20, 1888 filing date and its doorway
episode are the essay’s own.
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LG-01a. Congressional Record, 50th Congress, 1st Session, volume 19, part 6 (1888), House of Representatives, page 5859:
petitions presented, including Mr. O'Ferrall's presentation of the petition of Mary F. Lewis for reference of her claim to the
Court of Claims.

The whole printed page, as scanned. The entry is near the top of the right-hand column, among the petitions “laid on the
Clerk’s desk, under the rule, and referred”, printed immediately before the heading for Tuesday, July 3, 1888, which falls lower
on the same page. The Record shows only that a petition in her name was presented and referred to the Committee on War
Claims; it does not reproduce the petition.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CRECB-1888-pt6-v19/pdf/GPO-CRECB-1888-pt6-v19-23-1.pdf

Image: the whole page as scanned, reproduced unaltered; no crop, enhancement or annotation.

Why it may be reproduced: A United States government publication of 1888: a work of the United States Government, in the public
domain (17 U.S.C. § 105), and in any case published in the United States before 1930.

What was read: page image of printed page 5859 inspected September 23, 2026 at the O'Ferrall entry, matching the text layer; the
other 36 pages of the held file were not inspected.

In the story: the story; its sources
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LG-01b. Detail of the same page: “By Mr. O’FERRALL: Petition of Mary F. Lewis, of Clarke County, Virginia, for reference of
her claim to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims.”

The story’s “summer of 1888” rests on this entry’s place on the page: it sits among the petitions of the legislative day printed
before July 3, 1888, whose own dated heading falls on a page not inspected. The Record gives no other date for the petition;
September 20, 1888 is the family essay’s date, not this record’s.

Image: a detail of the page above, cut from the same scan for legibility; the label and the crop boundary are the packet’s, nothing
inside the crop is altered.

In the story: the story; its sources
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LG-02a. House Miscellaneous Document No. 44, 52d Congress, 1st Session (Serial Set 2959): letter from the Assistant Clerk
of the Court of Claims transmitting the findings in Congressional Case No. 5328, Mary F. (Francis) Lewis v. The United
States, referred January 19, 1892 and ordered printed, page 1.

The letter of transmittal and the opening of the findings: the claimant’s petition as the court summarized it, including that she
lived near Boyce, and the list of stores and supplies she alleged were taken in 1864 by forces under Gen. P. H. Sheridan. The
list and its sum of $1,925 are her allegations as summarized, not findings.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/SERIALSET-02959_00_00-029-0044-0000/pdf/
SERIALSET-02959_00_00-029-0044-0000.pdf

Image: the whole page as scanned, reproduced unaltered; no crop, enhancement or annotation.

Why it may be reproduced: A United States government publication of 1892: a work of the United States Government, in the public
domain (17 U.S.C. § 105), and in any case published in the United States before 1930.

What was read: both page images inspected September 23, 2026; every date, sum and item the story quotes was read from the
images because the text layer garbles some prices.

In the story: the story; its sources
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LG-02b. House Miscellaneous Document No. 44, 52d Congress, 1st Session (Serial Set 2959): letter from the Assistant Clerk
of the Court of Claims transmitting the findings in Congressional Case No. 5328, Mary F. (Francis) Lewis v. The United
States, referred January 19, 1892 and ordered printed, page 2.

The findings: loyalty “throughout said war” (November 24, 1890) and, on December 7, 1891, that stores and supplies were
taken from her Clarke County farm in 1864 for the use of the Army, of the reasonable value of $1,002. A finding of value
reported to Congress; not an award paid and not a payment. The case file behind it has not been seen.

Image: the whole page as scanned, reproduced unaltered; no crop, enhancement or annotation. The text layer of the scan garbles
some prices; the story’s figures were read from these images.

In the story: the story; its sources
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LG-03a. Act of March 3, 1899, chapter 426, 30 Statutes at Large 1161: "An Act For the allowance of certain claims for stores
and supplies reported by the Court of Claims under the provisions of the act approved March third, eighteen hundred and
eighty-three, and commonly known as the Bowman Act, and for other purposes"; the Virginia list at page 1185, "To Mary F.
Lewis, of Clarke County, one thousand and two dollars."

The whole printed page, as scanned: part of the act’s Virginia list, with the West Virginia heading lower on the page. The act
directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the sums it lists “in full and final release” of the claims. It is an appropriation, not a
record of payment; no warrant, settlement or receipt for this claim has been examined. Its enacting clause (page 1161) and
the Virginia heading (page 1184) were read from the text layer only and are cited, not reproduced.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-30/pdf/STATUTE-30-Pg1161.pdf

Image: the whole page as scanned, reproduced unaltered; no crop, enhancement or annotation.

Why it may be reproduced: A United States statute printed in 1899: a work of the United States Government, in the public domain (17
U.S.C. § 105), and in any case published in the United States before 1930.

What was read: page image of printed page 1185 inspected September 23, 2026 at the Mary F. Lewis entry, matching the text layer;
the enacting clause (page 1161), the Virginia heading (page 1184) and the closing provisions (pages 1213–1214) were read from the
text layer only.

In the story: the story; its sources
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LG-03b. Detail of the same page: “To Mary F. Lewis, of Clarke County, one thousand and two dollars.”, between two
Rockingham County claimants.

The act cites no court case number for her or anyone else. The join to Congressional Case No. 5328 rests on the name, the
county and the exact $1,002; no other Mary F. Lewis appears in the act.

Image: a detail of the page above, cut from the same scan for legibility; the label and the crop boundary are the packet’s, nothing
inside the crop is altered.

In the story: the story; its sources
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Cited sources
No image of these sources is included in this packet.

LG-04. Barry H. Lewis, "A Legacy Imperiled", guest essay, Clarke Monthly, September 2026, pages 4–5.
https://clarkeva.com/2026/09/02/clarke-monthly-september-2026/
What was read: printed page 4 inspected September 23, 2026 as the publisher's page image, whole page, matching the publisher's
text layer; printed page 5 read from the publisher's text layer only, its saved page image not viewed.
Why no image: In copyright (2026). No republication permission is held or sought; the retained page images are private research
copies and are not released. A descendant's account, inherited and remembered, that cites no record. Its petition date of September
20, 1888, its statement that $1,925 was paid and its staircase and two bedrooms are the essay's own and are not independently
verified.
In the story: the story; its sources

LG-05. Chapel Rural Historic District, National Register of Historic Places nomination, Virginia Department of Historic
Resources file 021-5025 (2013), Section 7, pages 9, 58 and 59.
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/VLR_to_transfer/PDFNoms/021-5025_ChapelRHD_2013_NRHP_Final.pdf
What was read: text layer of PDF pages 9, 58 and 59 read September 23, 2026; no page image inspected; the other 111 pages were
not read.
Why no image: Rights unclear under the existing ruling (S457.rights): a state nomination form on an NPS form, with no rights
statement held. No permission is pursued. An architectural-survey nomination for a whole district. Its 1810 date for the dwelling at
537 Old Winchester Road is a survey attribution, not a deed or datestone; it records district membership as a contributing resource,
not an individual listing, and says nothing about the claim or who paid for any part of the house.
In the story: the story; its sources
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