
Bellview and the Sprints: the evidence
The twenty-one sources behind the Our Clarke story Bellview and the Sprints: A Millwood hotel, a
phosphate business at Boyce, a farm west of Boyce left to Mamie R. Sprint for life, and her son
Ashby's years in the apple trade.

Story https://ourclarke.com/stories/sprint-bellview-
story/

Packet version v1.0

Last researched on September 24, 2026

Evidence compiled on September 27, 2026

Story last updated on September 24, 2026

Status Accepted for public release.

These dates describe this packet; each document inside carries its own date. Compiling added no research.

What is in this packet
Twenty-one sources, exactly those the story cites: eighteen Clarke Courier items read on Library of Congress page
images (two of them the Courier’s reprints of Winchester Star reports), a published abstract of the county marriage
register, and two Will Book 2B records read on the county film. Five pre-1929 Courier clippings are reproduced. The
abstract is in copyright, the will-book pages are a subscription provider’s images, and the thirteen Courier items of 1929
and later are of unclear copyright status; those sixteen are cited with a link, what was read and the reason no image is
included.

What the records keep apart
Two John Sprints. The 1877 notice names “John Sprint’s Hotel” and nothing more; the 1917 obituary is of John W.
Sprint of Boyce. The story does not identify the one with the other.

A firm without full names. “J. W. Sprint & Son” (1882) names neither partner in full.

A life estate, not a deed. B. F. Humston’s 1902 will gave Mamie R. Sprint the Bellview farm for life, with remainder to
her children; it was admitted to record in 1904. No later deed is examined.

A sale offered, not established. The farm was advertised in October 1936 and offered a second time on December
14; the issues searched report no buyer. The 1937 and 1939 notices place sales of stock and goods on the farm, not a
sale of it.

Names as printed. “Mamie R. Sprint” and “Mamie Humston” are carried without expanding “R.”; “Petely” and “Peteley”
stand as printed. Records already on the site for a Kathryn M. Sprint and for the Royston family are not joined to this
family.
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SB-01. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 13 September 1877, page 2: "Turnpike Notice."

The notice calling the stockholders of the Winchester and Berry’s Ferry Turnpike Road to meet at “John Sprint’s Hotel, in
Millwood” on Monday, October 1, 1877, to elect a president and directors. It names a venue only: no keeper’s initial, no
building and no construction date, and it does not identify its John Sprint with the John W. Sprint of the 1917 obituary.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1877-09-13/ed-1/?sp=2

Why it may be reproduced: A 1877 newspaper page, published before 1929 and served by the Library of Congress in the National
Digital Newspaper Program.

Image: The clipping as the consolidated packet holds it, reproduced whole; no enhancement or annotation. The clipping was cut from
the Library of Congress page image during the research of September 22 to 24, 2026; the whole page is not reproduced.

What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 1), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.

In the story: the story; its sources
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SB-02. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 14 September 1882, page 2: "Phosphates! Phosphates!", advertisement of J. W. Sprint
& Son, Boyce.

The advertisement of “J. W. Sprint & Son,” of Boyce, for phosphates “tested by farmers in our immediate vicinity,” which the
firm meant to make “a special branch of our business.” Neither partner is named in full.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1882-09-14/ed-1/?sp=2

Why it may be reproduced: A 1882 newspaper page, published before 1929 and served by the Library of Congress in the National
Digital Newspaper Program.

Image: The clipping as the consolidated packet holds it, reproduced whole; no enhancement or annotation. The clipping was cut from
the Library of Congress page image during the research of September 22 to 24, 2026; the whole page is not reproduced.

What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 2), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.

In the story: the story; its sources
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SB-03. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 10 October 1917, page 1: obituary of John W. Sprint.

The obituary of John W. Sprint, “one of the highly esteemed citizens of Boyce”: born in Winchester in 1829, moved to
Millwood with his parents when young, died at home in Boyce; his wife the former Emily Shearer of Millwood; one son, J.
Trone Sprint, and six daughters. Its wartime descriptions are the newspaper’s own statements.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1917-10-10/ed-1/?sp=1

Why it may be reproduced: A 1917 newspaper page, published before 1929 and served by the Library of Congress in the National
Digital Newspaper Program.

Image: The clipping as the consolidated packet holds it, reproduced whole; no enhancement or annotation. The packet holds this
obituary as two panels of one column; both are reproduced. The clipping was cut from the Library of Congress page image during the
research of September 22 to 24, 2026; the whole page is not reproduced.

What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 7), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.

In the story: the story; its sources
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SB-08. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 26 July 1928, page 4: report of the Kabletown orchard acquisition by Ashby Sprint and
Harry C. Warden.

The report that Ashby Sprint and Harry C. Warden of Clarke took possession of Logan Shutt’s property near Kabletown,
Jefferson County, West Virginia, reported as 600 acres, about 250 in apple orchard, with a packing house. The figures are the
newspaper’s report of the purchase, not a deed.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1928-07-26/ed-1/?sp=4

Why it may be reproduced: A 1928 newspaper page, published before 1929 and served by the Library of Congress in the National
Digital Newspaper Program.

Image: The clipping as the consolidated packet holds it, reproduced whole; no enhancement or annotation. The clipping was cut from
the Library of Congress page image during the research of September 22 to 24, 2026; the whole page is not reproduced.

What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 9), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.

In the story: the story; its sources
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SB-15. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 8 December 1927, page 4: notice of a bankruptcy sale of Charles Whirley's live stock
and farm equipment.

The trustees’ notice in Charles Whirley’s bankruptcy, offering his horses, hogs, implements and 75 barrels of corn for sale “at
the farm of Mrs. Mamie R. Sprint, near Boyce.” It places Whirley’s stock on her farm; it does not say what he was to her or to
the farm.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1927-12-08/ed-1/?sp=4

Why it may be reproduced: A 1927 newspaper page, published before 1929 and served by the Library of Congress in the National
Digital Newspaper Program.

Image: The clipping as the consolidated packet holds it, reproduced whole; no enhancement or annotation. The clipping was cut from
the Library of Congress page image during the research of September 22 to 24, 2026; the whole page is not reproduced.

What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 8), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.

In the story: the story; its sources
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Cited sources
No image of these sources is included in this packet.

SB-04. Patricia B. Duncan, Clarke County, Virginia Marriages 1836-1886 (Heritage Books, 2008).
https://search.worldcat.org/search?q=bn%3A9780788445965
What was read: the printed abstract for this marriage read on the scan on September 24, 2026; the original register was not
inspected.
Why no image: In copyright (Heritage Books, 2008). Only a short quotation of the single entry is used on the site; no page image is
released. A published abstract of the county marriage register, not the register itself.

SB-05. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 6 July 1944, page 8: obituary of Thomas Hatcher Sprint.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1944-07-06/ed-1/?sp=8
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 21), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1944, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. An obituary. It states his parents and surviving brothers and
sister as the paper gave them; it is not a legal list of heirs. Thomas Hatcher Sprint, the son, is a different person from his father,
Thomas H. Sprint. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the clipping retained in the project's source packet,
not from the paper itself.

SB-06. Clarke County, Virginia, Will Book 2B, pages 332 to 334: will of B. F. Humston, dated April 30, 1902, and its
admission to record, October 17, 1904.
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62347/images/007644871_00421
What was read: the will-book pages read at native resolution from the retained Ancestry images on September 24, 2026.
Why no image: The 1902–1904 record is public domain, but the images are a subscription provider’s reproductions whose terms for
reproduction were not checked; only the text is quoted and no image is published. Will Book 2B; the will gives the Bellview farm to
Mamie R. Sprint for life, and the inventory lists the personal estate. Neither is a deed.

SB-07. Clarke County, Virginia, Will Book 2B, page 338: inventory and appraisement of the personal estate of B. F.
Humston, October 1904.
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62347/images/007644871_00424
What was read: the will-book pages read at native resolution from the retained Ancestry images on September 24, 2026.
Why no image: The 1902–1904 record is public domain, but the images are a subscription provider’s reproductions whose terms for
reproduction were not checked; only the text is quoted and no image is published. Will Book 2B; the will gives the Bellview farm to
Mamie R. Sprint for life, and the inventory lists the personal estate. Neither is a deed.

SB-09. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 11 April 1929, page 2: report of the dissolution of Sprint and Petely, apple
exporters.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1929-04-11/ed-1/?sp=2
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 10), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1929, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A short news item. It dates the partnership's formation only to
1925 and the dissolution only by this report, and does not say where the office was. It spells the partner's name both "Petely" and
"Peteley"; neither is corrected here. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the clipping retained in the project's
source packet, not from the paper itself.
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SB-10. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 4 July 1929, page 5: reprint of a Winchester Star report of the first car of summer
apples shipped for export.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1929-07-04/ed-1/?sp=5
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 11), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1929, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. The Courier's reprint of a Winchester Star report, credited "—
Winchester Star." It depends on the Star's report and is not an independent account; the Star's own issue has not been inspected. Its
"today" is the Star's and is not dated here. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the clipping retained in the
project's source packet, not from the paper itself.

SB-11. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 11 September 1930, page 4: report on the Berkeley Springs Ice and Cold
Storage Company.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1930-09-11/ed-1/?sp=4
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 12), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1930, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A news report naming the company's officers. The plant's
capacity is as the paper gave it. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the clipping retained in the project's
source packet, not from the paper itself.

SB-12. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 7 January 1932, page 3: reprint of a Winchester Star report, datelined Charles
Town, of the Blue Ridge Orchards receivership.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1932-01-07/ed-1/?sp=3
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 14), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1932, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. The Courier's reprint of a Winchester Star report, credited "—
Winchester Star." It depends on the Star's report and is not an independent account; the Star's own issue has not been inspected. Its
dateline, Charles Town, December 24, is kept as the report's own date. It reports a petition for a receiver, not the outcome of the
receivership.

SB-13. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 19 November 1931, page 1: "Apple Harvest Is Completed"
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1931-11-19/ed-1/?sp=1
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 13), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1931, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A report on the county's 1931 apple harvest. It names "the
Sprint packing house at Boyce" separately from the Petley and Cather plant at White Post, and names no operator or owner for it. It
does not say whose apples it packed or exactly where it stood. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the
clipping retained in the project's source packet, not from the paper itself.

SB-14. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 24 November 1932, page 1: report on the 1932 apple harvest.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1932-11-24/ed-1/?sp=1
What was read: crop read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (retained separately; not in the consolidated packet).
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1932, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A report on the county's 1932 apple harvest. Unlike the 1931
report, it does not place the Sprint packing house at Boyce, and it names no operator for it. Read from a Library of Congress scan of
the printed page, as the clipping retained in the project's source packet, not from the paper itself.
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SB-16. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 7 November 1935, page 3: list of land delinquent for 1933 taxes.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1935-11-07/ed-1/?sp=3
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 16), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1935, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A published list of land delinquent for taxes, not a title record.
Its acreage is as listed. The Library of Congress dates the issue November 7, 1935, while the page's running head reads October 31,
1935. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the clipping retained in the project's source packet, not from the
paper itself.

SB-17. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 1 October 1936, page 8: "Commissioners' Sale of Sprint Farm"
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1936-10-01/ed-1/?sp=8
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 17), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1936, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A commissioners' sale advertisement, printed as one of
several insertions ("10-1 4t"). It advertises a sale and records none. Its statement that the land was devised to Mamie R. Sprint for life
with remainder to her children recites Humston's will and is not separate confirmation of it. The case caption does not name every
defendant and is not a schedule of shares.

SB-18. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 3 December 1936, page 1: report that the sale of the Sprint farm was continued
to December 14.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1936-12-03/ed-1/?sp=1
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 18), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1936, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A news report of a rejected bid and a postponed offering; it
records no sale. It gives the first offering only as "last Tuesday". It arises from the same proceedings as the October 1936
advertisement. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the clipping retained in the project's source packet, not
from the paper itself.

SB-19. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 18 February 1937, page 7: administrators' sale notice for the estate of Mamie R.
Sprint.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1937-02-18/ed-1/?sp=7
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 19), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1937, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. An estate sale notice for personal property, not land; no
result is recorded here. It shows an estate role, not who worked the farm. It does not establish which Thomas H. Sprint signed as
administrator. A printing of February 11, 1937 names different administrators and calls her "Miss"; the two printings are not
reconciled.

SB-20. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 16 February 1939, page 5: public sale notice of Jas. C. Royston, on the Sprint
farm west of Boyce.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1939-02-16/ed-1/?sp=5
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 20), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1939, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A sale notice for Royston's own personal property; no result
is recorded here. It does not say whether he owned or rented the land, and identifies the farm only by its name and location as
printed. Read from a Library of Congress scan of the printed page, as the clipping retained in the project's source packet, not from the
paper itself.
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SB-21. Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 31 August 1933, page 4: "Apple Packing House for Sale," trustees' notice of a
packing house at White Post Station.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1933-08-31/ed-1/?sp=4
What was read: clipping read from the page image on September 24, 2026 (the consolidated packet, page 15), after the research
reading of September 22 to 24.
Why no image: Rights unclear: published in 1933, and whether a copyright in the issue was registered or renewed has not been
checked. Quotations on the site are kept short; no image is reproduced. A trustees' sale notice, printed as one of several insertions
("8-31 4t"). It advertises a sale; no completed sale is recorded here. It says the railway land under the building was leased to J. Ashby
Sprint. It does not say that he owned or ran the packing house, and it names no operator. The trust deed is recited, not inspected.

Bibliography
Reproduced in this packet

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 13 September 1877, page 2: "Turnpike Notice." https://www.loc.gov/resource/
sn85025371/1877-09-13/ed-1/?sp=2

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 14 September 1882, page 2: "Phosphates! Phosphates!", advertisement of J. W. Sprint
& Son, Boyce. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1882-09-14/ed-1/?sp=2

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 10 October 1917, page 1: obituary of John W. Sprint. https://www.loc.gov/resource/
sn85025371/1917-10-10/ed-1/?sp=1

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 26 July 1928, page 4: report of the Kabletown orchard acquisition by Ashby Sprint and
Harry C. Warden. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1928-07-26/ed-1/?sp=4

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 8 December 1927, page 4: notice of a bankruptcy sale of Charles Whirley's live stock
and farm equipment. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1927-12-08/ed-1/?sp=4

Cited only; no image included

Patricia B. Duncan, Clarke County, Virginia Marriages 1836-1886 (Heritage Books, 2008). https://search.worldcat.org/
search?q=bn%3A9780788445965

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 6 July 1944, page 8: obituary of Thomas Hatcher Sprint. https://www.loc.gov/resource/
sn85025371/1944-07-06/ed-1/?sp=8

Clarke County, Virginia, Will Book 2B, pages 332 to 334: will of B. F. Humston, dated April 30, 1902, and its admission
to record, October 17, 1904. https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62347/images/007644871_00421

Clarke County, Virginia, Will Book 2B, page 338: inventory and appraisement of the personal estate of B. F. Humston,
October 1904. https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62347/images/007644871_00424

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 11 April 1929, page 2: report of the dissolution of Sprint and Petely, apple exporters.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1929-04-11/ed-1/?sp=2

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 4 July 1929, page 5: reprint of a Winchester Star report of the first car of summer apples
shipped for export. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1929-07-04/ed-1/?sp=5

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 11 September 1930, page 4: report on the Berkeley Springs Ice and Cold Storage
Company. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1930-09-11/ed-1/?sp=4
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Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 24 November 1932, page 1: report on the 1932 apple harvest. https://www.loc.gov/
resource/sn85025371/1932-11-24/ed-1/?sp=1

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 7 November 1935, page 3: list of land delinquent for 1933 taxes. https://www.loc.gov/
resource/sn85025371/1935-11-07/ed-1/?sp=3

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 1 October 1936, page 8: "Commissioners' Sale of Sprint Farm" https://www.loc.gov/
resource/sn85025371/1936-10-01/ed-1/?sp=8

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 3 December 1936, page 1: report that the sale of the Sprint farm was continued to
December 14. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1936-12-03/ed-1/?sp=1

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 18 February 1937, page 7: administrators' sale notice for the estate of Mamie R. Sprint.
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1937-02-18/ed-1/?sp=7

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 16 February 1939, page 5: public sale notice of Jas. C. Royston, on the Sprint farm west
of Boyce. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1939-02-16/ed-1/?sp=5

Clarke Courier, Berryville, Va., 31 August 1933, page 4: "Apple Packing House for Sale," trustees' notice of a packing
house at White Post Station. https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85025371/1933-08-31/ed-1/?sp=4
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